BOSTON 

PUBLIC 
LBRARY 


Boston^ 
Open 

Space 

MRK  EVALUATION 

& 

SITE  SUMMARIES 


X 


EVALUATION  OF 
•  CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  AND  RECREATION  LAND 


NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  HYDE  PARK 


I 


Prepared  for 

i MAYOR'S  OFFICE 

-  OF 
CAPITAL  PLANNING 


THE  HALVORSON  COMPANY,  INC. 

LANDSCAPE  ARCHITECTS  AND 

SITE  PLANNING  CONSULTANTS 

161  MASSACHUSETTS  AVENUE 

BOSTON,  MASSACHUSETTS   02115 


i 


iSflt 


V3\,''l.:j-i' 


TABI£  OF  CanENIS 


NEIGHBORHOOD  OF  HYDE  PARK 

PARKS 

HP-1.     Amatucci  Playground 

GlenwDcxi  and  Hyde  Park  Avenues 

HP-2.     lacano  Playground 

Milton,  Readville  and  Fleet  Streets 

HP-3.     Ross  Playground 

Westminster  Street  and  Ayles  Road 

HP-4.     Weider  Park 

Metropolitan  Avenue  and  Dale  Street 

HP-5.  -  HP-18.     Not  Within  Scx^pe  of  Survey 

SQUARES  ANT)  MAT.T.q 

HP- 19.     Cleary  Square 

River  Street  and  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

HP-20.  -  HP^35.  Not  Within  Sccpe  of  Survey 


Acreage 
0.47 

5.03 

13.03 

6.5 


Acreage 
0.1 


URBftN  wm:6 

HP-36.  -  HP-46.  Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

HP-47.    Mother  Brook  II 

HP-48.     Mother  Brook  III 

HP-49.  -  HP-54.  Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 

HP-55.     Sherrin  Street 

Sherrin,  Austin  and  Marston  Streets 

HP-56.     Sprague  Pond 

LaJceside  Avenue 


Acreage 

5.96 
4.46 

30.21 
1.35 


HP-57.  -  HP-59.  Not  Within  Scope  of  Survey 
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Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

.4ap  of  Neighborhood's  Open  Space 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  HVt:^^  PAt^^^ 
I  Site  Name:  AaaajTVOQI   PU^D.        Site  Type:  PUutU^ 
Location:  6U£MWcx)o<hVD>e:  p»L.    Acreage:  o.4"1 ' 
Evaluation  Team:  4P  ^  R?tf Weather  Conditions: 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date:    ^  ibi   ^t^i 


ill  valuation  uaxe:     -^^^  rc>  /    ^u\a.ima   

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  ^tvtiv\^v^jL  ^K^\J^ui\AL/ 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Two  chain  link  fences 
create  wasted  and 
dif f icult-to-maintain 
space.   This  shows 
short-cut  desire  line. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Entrance  into  park 
showing  destroyed 
benches,  weed  growth 
and  trash.   No  trees 
or  grass. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Swings  unusable,  benches 
in  need  of  repair, 
equipment  needs 
painting. 


HP^ 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Park  lacks  plantings  - 
excessive  pavement 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  of  park  from 
across  street.   Tennis 
court  recently  converted 
from  basketball.   Park 
has  bleak  character. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Lack  of  maintenance  - 
trash  and  leaf  build-up. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Amatucci  Playground 

Location:  East  Glenwood  and  Hyde  Park  Avenues 

Acreage:  0.47  A 

Site  Type:  Playlet 


Site  Description: 


Amatucci  Playground  is  a  small  rectangular  park  on  the  comer  of  East  Glenwood 
and  Hyde  Park  Avenues.  It  abuts  a  commercial  building  on  the  north  and  a 
residence  on  the  east  The  park  is  entirely  paved  except  for  aj^to  15-foot  strip 
of  steeply  sloping  grass.  A  tennis  court  is  located  in  the  northwest  comer  of  the 
site.  There  are  play  structures  in  the  eastem  half  of  the  park.  Benches  are 
scattered  around  the  park,  and  the  site  is  enclosed  with  chain-link  fencing. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  commercial  and  residential. 


IG- 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  fencing,  bollards  and  paving  are  in  fair  condition,  while  the  benches  are  in 
poor  condition.  The  tennis  court  is  in  good  condition,  although  the  net  posts  need 
hardware.  Two  of  the  three  play  structures  are  in  fair  condition,  and  the  swings 
are  unusable.  The  grass  is  in  very  poor  condition.  Renovations  are  scheduled  by 
the  city,  including  a  new  playground,  conversion  of  the  tennis  court  to  a  basket- 
ball court,  and  repair  of  the  fencing. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Amatucci  Playgroimd  is  extraordinarily  bleak,  and  provides  an  inhospitable 
environment  for  play.  There  is  unnecessary  fencing  in  several  areas,  which 
complicates  maintenance.  The  almost  complete  paving  of  the  space  and  the 
absence  of  trees  is  the  major  cause  for  the  barren  character  of  the  park,  made 
worse  by  vandalism  and  poor  maintenance.  The  site  deserves  redesign  to  provide 
a  more  inviting  and  satisfying  park  experience. 
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Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Amatucci  Playground 

Location:  East  Glenwood  and  Hyde  Park  Avenues 

Acreage:   0.47  A       Site  Type:  Playlet 


No. :  HP-1 


Site  Description: 


Amatucci  Playground  is  a  snail  rectangular  park 
on  the  comer  of  East  Glenwood  and  Hyde  Park 
Avenues.  It  abuts  a  ccramercicil  building  on  the 
north  and  a  residence  on  the  east.  The  park  is 
entirely  paved  exc^5t  for  a  10  -  15  foot  strip  of 
steely  sloping  grass.  A  tennis  court  is  located 
in  the  northwest  comer  of  the  site.  There  are 
play  structures  in  the  eastern  half  of  the  park. 
Benches  are  scattered  around  the  park,  and  the 
site  is  enclosed  with  chain  link  fencing. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  ccanranercial  and 
residenticil . 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  fencing,  bollards  and  paving  are  in  fair 
condition,  v*iile  the  benches  are  in  poor 
condition.  The  tennis  court  is  in  good 
condition,  although  the  net  posts  need  hardware. 
TWO  of  the  three  play  structures  are  in  fair 
condition,  and  the  swings  are  vinusable.  The 
grass  is  in  very  poor  condition.  Renovations  are 
scheduled  by  the  City  vAiich  include  a  new 
playground,  conversion  of  the  tennis  court  to 
basketball  and  r^iair  of  the  fencing. 

Amatucci  Playground  is  extraordinarily  bleak,  and 
provides  an  inhospitable  environment  for  play. 
There  is  redundant  fencing  in  several  areas  v*iich 
ccmplicates  maintenance.  The  almost  ccaiplete 
paving  of  the  space  and  the  absence  of  trees  is 
the  major  contributor  to  the  barren  character  of 
the  park,  made  worse  by  vandalism  and  poor 
maintenance.  The  site  deserves  redesign  to 
provide  a  more  inviting  and  satisfying  park 
experier»ce. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SITE  SUMMARY 


SITE  NO. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


STANDARD  PARK 
BUILT  ELEMENTS 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 


p. 7 


SITE  NO. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


BUILDINGS  AND 
PLAYGROUNDS 


ACCESS,  CIRCULATION 
AND  PARKING 
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SITE  NO. 


NOIIVinOHID   'ssgpD^ 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


NATURAL  PARK 
ELEMENTS 


SITE  NO. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  HYt>g:  f^l^-t^  

)  Site  Name;  \^OKUO  FlAY^I^CXJMbSite  Type:  PUuq.'mv^ 


HP 

SITE  NO. 


Location:  KViLTOM.lgrAP^lue^  Fteerr  Acreage:  6^.0^'X 
Evaluation  Team:  ^P  "^  FbM Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:     ^'\'  bl  4HkKw\ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses- '^^^^j^^L^  - 


Site  Plan 


p. 2 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Baseball  field  -  grass 
and  infield  well 
maintained. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Naturally  wooded  slope 
an  asset  to  the  site. 
Slope  eroding  in  areas 
where  pedestrians  walk 
up  and  down. 


Site  Photograph  3 


Memorial, 


HP 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Erosion  problem  -  water 
sheet  draining  off 
basketball  and  tennis 
courts-eroding  slope. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Playground  -  No  equip- 
ment other  than  swings. 


Site  Photog^raph  6 

New  swings  installed 
under  shelter.   Exposed 
concrete  bases  of 
picnic  tables  and  game 
tables  a  safety  hazard. 


CITY  Ob'  BOSTON       . 

PARK  EVALUATION  (  -^.'(^/a^^^J; 

Neighborhood:  HYt:>1^  f^l^^t^        ^^^^ 

feite  Name:  1^6AMO  -pTAY^^QUMbSite  Type:  PUci^vduiM 
Location;  NVitTOM,T^Al>^iue<f^eerr  Acreage:  >S.o^'A 

Evaluation  Team:  ^P  H  R^l 
Evaluation  Date:      ^1'  g>7 


HP 

SITE  NO. 


Weather  Conditions: 


Surrounding  Land  Uses:  t^^S(^l^tdi.^L^ 


'^H  K  tVCt/A 


Site  Plan 
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235  West  Central  Street,  Natick,  Massachuset 

5  01760    (617)  651-340] 

File  # 

Ms.  Elizabeth  Vizza 
The  Halvorson  Company,  Inc. 
161  Massachusetts  Avenue 
Boston,  MA   02115-3050 

Re:   lacano  Playground 

Hyde  Park,  Massachusetts 

Dear  Ms.  Vizza: 
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several  pictures  and  a  copy  of  a  site 
n  marked  to  provide  visual  clarification 
t  lacano  Playground  (the  Park).   The  Park 
thwestern  portion  of  the  Hyde  Park  section 
The  Park  is  bordered  by  Fleet  Street  in 
Street  in  the  west,  Cross  Street  in  the 
eet  and  Neponset  Valley  Parkway  in  the 
s  abruptly  from  approximately  80  feet 
cal  Datum  to  approximately  55  feet  NGVD  in 
f  the  Park  while  it  slopes  more  gradually 
55  feet  NGVD  in  the  southern  portion  of 


The  specific  are 
include  soil  ero 
in  the  southern 
wall  and  slope  i 
the  Park  appear 
by  relatively  co 
southern  portion 
associated  with 
areas  and  walkwa 
appears  to  be  de 
the  immediate  no 
basketball  court 
traffic  stresses 
rain  storm  condi 
bituminous  concr 
supporting  growt 
erode  since  it  d 
topsoil  material 


as  of  the  Park  inspected,  per  your  request, 
sion  areas  beside  a  bituminous  concrete  walkway 
portion  and  several  areas  associated  with  the 
n  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Park.   Soils  in 
to  consist  of  a  thin  layer  of  topsoil  followed 
arse  sand  and  gravel.   Extensive  areas  of  the 

of  the  Park  are  paved  with  bituminous  concrete 
tennis  and  basketball  courts,  children's  play 
ys .   The  storm  water  drainage  of  these  areas 
signed  to  flow  to  an  open  area  of  the  park  to 
rtheast  and  to  catchbasins  north  of  the 
s.   It  is  presumed  that  heavy  pedestrian 

the  vegetation  near  the  walkway.   During  heavy 
tions  there  is  sufficient  flow  over  the 
ete  covered  area  to  wash  away  the  topsoil  and 
h.   The  remaining  sand  and  gravel  continues  to 
oes  not  contain  sufficient  nutrient-rich 
s  to  sustain  adequate  supporting  growth. 


The  volume  of  pedestrian  traffic  over  the  wall  and  down  the 
slope  in  the  eastern  portion  of  the  Park  is  unclear.   The 
drainage  characteristics  of  the  bituminous  concrete  roadway^,' 
west  of  the  wall  are  also  unknown.   Observations 
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SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

1.  Erosion  caused  by  storm- 
water  flow,  thin  top- 
soil,  stressed 
vegetation. 


Site  Photograph  8 

1.  Crack  in  tennis  court — 
clean  out,  fill  with 
cement  or  bituminous 
concrete  and  seal. 


Site  Photograph  9 

1.  Tennis  court  drainage 
swale. 

2.  Erosion  due  to  thin 
topsoil,  poor  vegetation 
and  stormwater. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  10 

1.  Soil  erosion  due  to 
pedestrian  traffic, 
thin  topsoil,  poor 
vegetation  and  storm- 
water  drainage. 

2.  Loose  stone  fill  under 
Milton  Street  and 
Neponset  Valley 
Parkway. 


Site  Photograph 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  lacono  Playground 

Location:  Milton,  Readville  and  Fleet  Streets 

Acreage:  5.03  A 

Site  Type:  Playground 


Site  Description: 


lacono  Playground  is  a  large  trapezoidal  park  located  between  Readville,  Milton, 
Regent  and  Fleet  Streets.  On  the  southern  edge  of  the  park  adjacent  to  Fleet 
Street  there  is  an  open-air  shelter  with  swings.  A  sand  play  area  is  located  west  of 
the  shelter  and  there  are  tennis  courts  to  the  east  Lawns  slope  up  to  the  north, 
where  there  are  two  basketball  courts.  Below  the  basketball  courts  is  a  large  field 
area  with  a  baseball  field.  To  the  east  is  a  very  steep,  wooded  embankment  up  to 
Regent  and  Milton  Streets.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  paric-built  elements  are  in  good  condition,  except  for  a  few  which 
are  in  fair  to  poor  condition.  Sports  facilities  are  in  good  condition,  except  for 
some  sports  lighting  which  has  been  vandalized.  The  swings  and  sand  area  are  in 
good  condition.  Most  of  the  trees  in  the  park  are  in  good  condition.  The  grass  in 
the  field  sports  area  is  in  good  condition,  but  grass  beneath  the  shelter  is  sparse 
and  in  poor  condition.  Renovations  to  this  park  are  scheduled  by  the  city. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


lacono  Playground  is  a  large  park  in  fairly  good  condition.  Its  naturally  wooded 
slope  is  an  asset  to  the  site,  adding  interest  to  the  topography  as  well  as  the 
vegetation.  However,  the  overall  appearance  of  the  park  is  somewhat  barren. 
Additional  tree  plantings  in  groves  would  promote  a  more  park-like  appearance. 

Drainage  and  erosion  appear  to  be  major  problems  in  several  park  areas,  espe- 
cially the  slope  below  Milton  Street.  Foot  traffic  up  and  down  the  slope  has 
caused  major  erosion  gullies  to  form. 

In  the  recent  resurfacing  of  the  baseball  infield,  stone  dust  was  used  instead  of 
infield  mix.  Stone  dust  is  quite  sharp  and  can  be  very  abrasive  to  ball  players 
sliding  or  falling. 

Only  exposed  footings  and  concrete  bases  remain  from  picnic  and  game  tables 
that  were  under  the  open-air  shelter.  These  should  be  removed  and  replaced  with 
new  tables. 
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Nei^Tborhcxjd:     Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:     lacano  PlaycnrciuncL 

Location:  Milton,  Readville  and  Fleet  Streets 

Acreage:   5.03  A       Site  Type:  Playground 


No. :  HP-2 


Site  Etescription: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


lacano  Playground  is  a  large  trapezoidal  park 
located  between  Readville,  Milton,  Regant  and 
Fleet  Streets.  On  the  south  edge  of  the  park 
adjacent  to  Fleet  Street  there  is  an  cpen-air 
shelter  with  swings.  A  sand  play  area  is  located 
west  of  the  shelter  and  tennis  courts  to  the 
east.  Lawns  slope  up  to  the  north  vAiere  there 
are  two  basketball  courts.  Belcw  the  basketball 
courts  is  a  large  field  area  with  a  baseball 
field.  To  the  east  is  a  very  steep  wooded 
embankment  v?)  to  Regant  and  Milton  Streets. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 

Most  standard  park  built  elements  are  in  good 
condition,  exc^Jt  for  a  few  v*iich  are  in  fair  to 
poor  condition.  Sports  facilities  are  in  good 
condition  exc^jt  for  scans  sports  lighting  v^ch 
has  been  vandalized.  The  swings  and  sand  area 
are  in  good  condition.  Most  of  the  trees  in  the 
park  are  in  good  condition.  The  grass  in  the 
field  sports  area  is  in  good  condition,  but  grass 
beneath  the  shelter  is  sparse  and  in  poor 
condition.  Renovations  to  numerous  park 
facilities  are  scheduled  by  the  City. 

lacano  Playground  is  a  large  park  in  fairly  good 
condition.  Its  naturally  wooded  slope  is  an 
asset  to  the  site,  adding  interest  both  in  the 
topography  as  well  as  the  vegetation.  However, 
the  overall  appearance  of  the  park  is  scmev<rtiat 
barren.  Additional  tree  plantings  in  groves 
would  promote  a  more  park-like  appearance. 

Drainage  and  erosion  appear  to  be  major  problems 
in  several  park  areas,  especially  the  slope  below 
Milton  Street.  Foot  traffic  \ip  and  down  the 
slope  has  caused  major  erosion  gullies  to  form. 
There  is  a  second  area  of  erosion  along  the  slcpe 
west  of  the  tennis  courts  near  the  pathway,  where 
small  gullies  have  started  to  form. 

In  the  recent  resurfacing  of  the  baseball 
infield,  stone  dust  was  used  instead  of  infield 
mix.  Stone  dust  is  quite  sharp  and  will  be  very 
abrasive  to  ball  players  sliding  or  falling  on 
its  surface. 
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Neighborhood:  HYDE  PAi^i^ 

iite  Name;  Yo^p^  PU>V6f^ot4t:>  Site  Type:  pUu\v[jU 

Location:  V/g^TN>4M^5rg>g.iAYue^  Acreaepe:  i-g>.QJ>K      ~ 

Evaluation  Team-. 4P  '^?^tt  Weather  Conditions: 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date:  ^'A^tl 


Surrounding  Land  tJses:   K£<^LAj\A;h^J^ 
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Site  Plan 


0     50  100 


p. 2 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

View  shows  layout  of 
new  access  route 
around  site. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Street  hockey  court  - 
graffiti  on  walls  - 
a  hidden  space. 


Site  Photograph  3 

One  of  numerous  areas 
showing  evidence  of 
fire.   Wall  needs 
repair,  trash  needs 
removal. 


SITENO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Site  of  proposed  new 
courts. 


Site  Photograph  5 


Access  from  Rosa  Street, 


Site  Photograph  6 

New  playground  under- 
going construction. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Well-built  stone  wall 
with  chain  link  fence. 


Site  Photograph  8 

Perimeter  planting  of 
Lindens  a  significant 
feature  of  site.   Old 
asphalt  walkway  to 
left  of  trees. 


Site  Photograph  9 

Access  points  to  park 
need  to  be  more  inviting, 
better  defined. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Ross  Playground 

Location:  Westminster  Street  and  Ayles  Road 

Acreage:  13.03  A 

Site  Type:  Playfield 


Site  Description: 


Ross  Playground  is  a  very  large  open  field  area  developed  for  active  play.  It  abuts 
Westminster  Street  on  the  north,  Ayles  Road  on  the  east  and  residences  on  the 
north  and  west  Two  roads,  Ross  Street  and  Reddy  Avenue,  terminate  at  the 
western  edge  of  the  park.  Two  softball  and  baseball  fields  are  laid  out  in  the 
central  area  of  the  park.  A  parking  area  is  provided  at  the  end  of  Reddy  Avenue. 
Courts,  now  under  construction,  are  located  along  the  western  edge  of  the  park.  A 
street  hockey  court  is  located  along  the  northeastern  comer  of  the  park.  A  linear 
planting  of  large  linden  trees  lines  the  edge  of  the  park  along  Westminster  Street 
and  Ayles  Road.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  tennis  courts  and  parking  area  are  scheduled  for  renovation.  The  ballfields, 
pedestrian  paving  and  playground  are  under  reconstruction.  Some  sections  of 
fencing  need  repair,  but  most  fencing  is  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  hockey 
court  is  badly  vandalized.  The  linden  trees  are  mostly  in  good  condition,  however 
they  need  pruning.  The  grass  in  most  areas  is  in  very  good  condition. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Ross  Playground  illustrates  well  the  negative  visual  impact  made  by  excessive 
chain-link  fencing.  The  fencing  along  the  road  edges  is  unnecessarily  high  and 
presents  an  unwelcome  appearance.  Park  entrances  are  only  openings  in  the 
fence,  and  need  to  be  more  inviting  and  better  defined.  The  existing  wall  along 
Ayles  Road  would  weiT^^e  as  an  effective  barrier  here  without  the  additional 
fencing.  An  access  way  along  this  edge  opposite  Edwardson  Street  is  needed,  as 
indicated  by  a  hole  in  die  fence. 

The  planting  of  linden  trees  is  an  outstanding  scenic  feature  of  the  site,  but  more 
trees  are  neede±  Groves  of  trees  could  be  planted  in  Uie  many  leftover  grassy 
areas  to  soften  and  enrich  the  park  around  the  periphery  of  the  sports  facilities. 

The  park  spears  to  be  particularly  subject  to  vandalism,  especially  fires. 


/.' 
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Nei^iborhood:  Hyde  Psirk 

Site  Name:  Ross  Playcrround 

Location:  Westminster  Street  and  Ayles  Road 

Acreage:   13.03  A      Site  Type:  Playfield 


No. :HP-3 


Site  Description: 


Ross  Playground  is  a  very  large  open  field  area 
developed  for  active  play.  It  atuts  Westminster 
Street  on  the  north,  Ayles  Road  on  the  east  and 
residences  on  the  north  and  west.  Two  roads, 
Ross  Street  and  Reddy  Avenue,  terminate  at  the 
western  edge  of  the  park.  Two  softball  and 
baseball  fields  eure  laid  out  in  the  central  area 
of  the  park.  A  parking  area  is  provided  at  the 
end  of  Reddy  Avenue.  Courts,  new  under 
construction,  are  located  along  the  western  edge 
of  the  park.  A  street  hockey  court  is  located 
along  the  northeastern  comer  of  the  park.  A 
linear  planting  of  large  Linden  trees  lines  the 
edge  of  the  park  along  Westininster  Street  and 
Ayles  Road.  Sixnxunding  land  uses  are 
residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


TJie  tennis  courts  and  parlcing  area  are  scheduled 
for  renovation.  The  ballfields,  pedestrian 
paving  and  playground  are  under  re-construction. 
Some  sections  of  fencing  need  r^jair,  but  most 
fencing  is  in  fair  to  good  condition.  The  hockey 
court  is  badly  vandalized.  The  Linden  trees  are 
mostly  in  good  condition,  however  need  pruning. 
The  grass  in  most  areas  is  in  very  good 
condition. 

Ross  Playground  illustrates  well  the  negative 
visual  inpact  made  by  excessive  chain  link 
fencing.  The  fencing  along  the  road  edges  is 
unnecessarily  hi^  and  presents  an  unwelcome 
appearance.  Park  entrances  are  only  openings  in 
the  fence,  and  need  to  be  more  inviting  and 
better  defined.  The  existing  wall  along  Ayles 
Road  would  well  serve  as  an  effective  barrier 
here  without  the  additional  fencing.  An  access 
way  along  this  edge  opposite  Edwardson  Street  is 
needed,  as  indicated  by  a  hole  in  the  fence. 

The  planting  of  Linden  trees  is  an  outstanding 
scenic  feature  of  the  site,  but  more  trees  are 
needed.  Groves  of  trees  could  be  planted  in  the 
many  leftover  grassed  areas  to  soften  and  enrich 
the  park  around  the  periphery  of  the  sports 
facilities. 


The  park  appears  to  be  particularly  subject  to 
vandalism,  especially  fires. 
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PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  HYPE.  PAP-^^ 

>jite  Name:  Weil::>eP-  PAFt^- 

Location:  rAHT^opOUrAM^DAie.  Acreage: 

Evaluation  Teain:^4f^  '^  B>H^ Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:  ^'^■£)7 ^^vvw\ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses;  R6=^pefTr(AU ,  JjM^i^^/^  (^iaJ 


^iP 

SITE  NO. 


Site  Type:  ^Uut^f 
Acreage:  ^  s'a! 


Site  Plan 


0     so  100        200 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Entrance  to  park  with 
urban  wild  to  right. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Shows  location  of 

park  within  residential 

neighborhood. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Painted  boulder  used 
for  access  control. 
Fencing  vandalised. 


:^ 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Timber  steps  up  to 
Sherrin  Street.   Urban 
wild  to  left. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  into  picnic/play 
area  showing  original 
and  planted  trees. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Some  tree  pruning 
performed  -  brush  not 
cleared  up. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 
Site  Name:  Welder  Park 
Location:  Sherrin  and  Dale  Streets 
Acreage:  6.5  A 
Site  Type:  Playlot 


Site  Description: 


Weider  Park  is  a  small  site  on  the  comer  of  Dale  and  Sherrin  Streets.  To  the 
south  and  east  is  Sherrin  Street  urban  wild,  once  used  for  dumping  soil  and  paving 
materials,  and  now  covered  with  small  trees.  Weider  Park  is  lower  than  the 
adjacent  streets,  and  many  areas  that  are  adjacent  to  and  lower  than  the  park 
develop  ponds  in  wet  weather.  A  curvilinear  path  system  is  laid  out  around  the 
tennis  courts  and  an  adjacent  sitting  and  playground  area.  The  paths  are  lined 
with  benches  and  lights.  Trees  are  informally  arranged  throughout  the  site. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 


Condition  Assessments: 


Most  standard  park-built  elements  and  paving  are  in  good  condition.  Many  lights 
and  fencing  have  been  vandalized  and  are  in  poor  condition.  The  tennis  courts  are 
in  fair  condition,  however  they  cannot  be  used  unless  posts  and  nets  are  installed. 
The  basketball  courts  need  lines.  The  surface  is  starting  to  deteriorate  and  will 
need  resurfacing  in  the  near  future.  Tire  swings  are  missing  from  the  play 
structure,  and  a  safety  surface  is  needed.  The  trees  and  grass  are  mostly  in  good 
condition.  However,  some  areas  of  grass  are  poor  due  to  insufficient  topsoii 
being  spread  ovct  dumped  material. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  design  of  Weider  Park  has  made  good  use  of  the  site's  namrally  occurring 
trees  and  boulders.  The  lack  of  perimeter  fencing  results  in  a  mef/friendly  and 

open  park  rharartpr  th»ii  iiu  jii.uiji  .iiii.i»  fi 1  |i-^r>^  r.f  yfia  g^fy-  Abuse  by 

vehicles  does  not  appear  to  be  a  problem  here. 

The  major  shortcoming  of  the  park  is  inadequate  maintenance  and  vandalism, 
which  have  caused  deterioration.  The  play  structure  is  in  need  of  repair  and  the 
area  could  use  more  play  equipment 
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Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Weider  Park 

Location:  Sherrin  and  Dale  Streets 

Acreage:   6.5  A       Site  Type:  Playlet 


No.: 


HP-4 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Vfeider  Park  is  a  small  site  on  the  comer  of  Dale 
and  Sherrin  Streets.  To  the  south  and  east  is 
Sherrin  Street  urban  wild,  once  used  for  duitping 
soil  and  paving  materials  and  now  covered  with 
small  trees.  Weider  Park  is  lower  than  the 
adjacent  streets,  and  many  areas  that  are 
adjacent  to  and  Icwer  than  the  park  pond  with 
water  in  wet  weather.  A  curvilinear  path  system 
is  laid  out  around  the  tennis  courts  and  a  picnic 
area  with  an  adjacent  play  structure.  Tlie  paths 
are  lined  with  benches  and  li^ts.  Trees  are 
informally  arranged  throughout  the  site. 
Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential. 

Most  standard  peirk  built  elements  and  paving  are 
in  good  condition.  Many  li(^ts  and  fencing  have 
been  vandalized  and  are  in  poor  condition.  Ihe 
tennis  courts  are  in  fair  condition,  however 
cannot  be  used  unless  posts  and  nets  are 
installed.  Ihe  basketball  courts  need  lines. 
The  surface  is  starting  to  deteriorate  and  will 
need  resurfacing  in  the  near  future.  Tire  swings 
are  missing  frcm  the  play  structure,  and  a  safety 
surface  is  needed.  The  trees  and  grass  are 
mostly  in  good  condition.  However,  sane  areas  of 
grass  are  poor  due  to  insufficient  tcpsoil  being 
spread  over  duirped  material. 

The  design  of  Weider  Park  has  made  good  use  of 
the  site's  naturally  occurring  trees  and 
boulders.  Ihe  lack  of  perimeter  fencing  results 
in  a  more  friendly  and  open  park  character  than 
the  many  other  fenced  parks  of  the  City.  Abuse 
by  vehicles  does  not  appear  to  be  a  prc±)lem  here. 

The  major  shortcoming  of  the  park  is  inadequate 
maintenance  and  vandalism,  vAiich  have  caused 
deterioration.  The  play  structure  is  in  need  of 
r^iair  and  the  area  could  use  more  play 
equipment. 

A  sign  on  site  identifies  the  park  as  M.D.C. 
land.  Clarification  of  ownership  is  needed  :for 
this  park. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

^Teighborhood:  HYDE.  PAfz^ 
lite  Name;  CIBA^^  -squkF-^ 
Location:  -^wjbj^j  HVt^BFAg^ 

Evaluation  Team: -4f^ '^H^tT 

Evaluation  Date:  p^  |'t>7 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  B^\ric\^ 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Type:4^\^^<A^y 


Acreage:    O.i  A 


Weather  Conditions: 


^D^^\i^aM^' 


Site  Plan 


River  Street 


50 


C?^ 


\^ 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Shows  one  set  of 
brick-faced  steps  and 
spotty  planting.   Soil 
level  too  low  on  plant 
beds. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Planting  beds  need 
weeding,  mulching  and 
additional  planting. 


W 


Site  Photograph  3 

Park  not  visible  from 
street  level.   Sign 
not  well  located. 


p. 3 


4^p 

SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Brick-faced  steps  - 
Bottom  step  a  safety 
hazard. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Trash  and  weeds  in 
planting  bed. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Corner  by  steps  traps 
trash.   Needs  cleaning. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Cleary  Square 

Location:  River  Street  and  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

Acreage:  0.1  A 

Site  Type:  Square 


Site  Description: 


Cleary  Square  is  a  small  sitting  area  at  the  comer  of  River  Street  and  Hyde  Park 
Avenue.  There  are  two  levels.  The  main  level  has  benches  located  lower  than  the 
abutting  commercial  block  on  the  south,  and  at  grade  with  a  parking  area  on  the 
west  The  second  level  consists  of  several  benches  on  the  Hyde  Park  Avenue 
sidewalk.  Two  sets  of  stairs,  one  concrete  and  one  brick-faced,  connect  the  upper 
and  lower  levels.  Six  trees  shade  the  sitting  areas.  Granite  curbs  edge  the 
sidewalks  of  the  lower  level,  and  there  are  grass  and  shrubs  in  the  curbed  planting 
beds.  There  is  chain-link  fencing  along  the  top  of  the  wall  bordering  the  lower 
level  on  the  north  and  east 


Condition  Assessments: 


The  sidewalk,  curbing,  concrete  stairs,  railing  and  fencing  are  in  good  condition. 
The  seating  is  mostly  in  fair  condition.  One  light  does  not  have  a  fixture.  The 
trees  are  all  in  good  condition,  however  the  grass  and  shrubs  are  in  poor  condi- 
tion. The  bottom  brick  step  is  broken. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


The  main  sitting  area  of  Qeary  Square  is  not  visible  from  street  level  and  the 
square's  identifying  sign  is  deteriorated  and  not  well-located.  As  a  result  the 
sitting  area  is  not  inviting  or  easily  used  for  its  intended  purpose,  but  is  reportedly 
used  for  teenage  drinking.  City  renovation  plans  include  improvements  to 
benches,  the  roadway,  sidewalks,  street  lights,  and  traffic  signals,  as  well  as  the 
addition  of  shrubs  to  enrich  what  is  presently  a  sparse  and  spotty  planting. 


The  soil  seems  to  have  subsided  throughout  the  lower  level  The  sidewalk  does 
not  meet  the  bottom  of  the  concrete  steps  nor  does  the  soil  meet  the  top  of  the 
curbs.  Additional  soil  is  needed.  The  bottom  step  of  the  brick-faced  steps  needs 
repair. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Cleary  Square 

Location:  River  Street  and  Hyde  Park  Avenue 

Acreage:   0.1  A       Site  Type:  Square 


No. :  HP-19 


Site  Description: 


Condition  Assessments: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Cleary  Square  is  a  small  sitting  area  at  the 
comer  of  River  Street  and  I^e  Park  Avenue. 
There  are  two  levels,  the  main  level  with  benches 
located  Icwer  than  the  abutting  ccanmercial  block 
on  the  south  and  at  grade  with  a  parking  area  on 
the  west.  The  second  level  consists  of  several 
benches  on  the  Hyde  Park  Avenue  sidewalk.  Two 
sets  of  stairs,  one  concrete  and  one  brick- faced, 
connect  the  upper  and  Icwer  levels.  Six  trees 
shade  the  sitting  areas.  Granite  curbs  edge  the 
sidewalks  of  the  lower  level,  and  there  are  grass 
and  shrubs  in  the  curbed  planting  beds.  There  is 
chain  link  fencing  along  the  top  of  the  wall 
bordering  the  Icwer  level  on  the  north  and  east. 

The  sidewalk,  curbing,  concrete  stairs,  railing 
and  fencing  are  in  good  condition.  The  seating 
is  mostly  in  fair  condition.  One  light  does  not 
have  a  fixture.  The  trees  are  all  in  good 
condition,  however  the  grass  and  shrubs  are  in 
poor  condition.  The  bottom  brick  step  is  broken. 

The  main  sitting  area  of  Cleary  Square  is  not 
visible  fran  street  level  and  the  square's 
identifying  sign  is  deteriorated  and  not  well 
located.  As  a  result  the  space  is  not  inviting 
and  easily  used,  and  is  r^xjrtedly  used 
inappropriately  for  teenage  drinking.  Renovation 
plans  includis  removal  of  benches  to  solve  this 
problem,  as  well  as  additional  shrubs  to  enrich 
v4iat  is  presently  a  sparse  and  spotty  planting. 

The  soil  seems  to  have  subsided  throughout  the 
Icwer  level.  The  sidewalk  does  not  meet  the 
bottcm  of  the  concrete  steps  nor  does  the  soil 
meet  the  tap  of  the  curbs.  Additional  soil  is 
needed.  The  bottom  st^  of  the  brick- faced  steps 
needs  repair. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


SPORTS  FACILITIES 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

^Neighborhood:  HYpe  P^iL, 
Site  Name:  hApr^^egiRoo^    Jl 
Location;    P<5<ieev<fl<r<oM 

Evaluation  Team: 

Evaluation  Date: 

Surrounding  Land  Uses: 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Type: 


Acreage:  15  .^(^  A 


Weather  Conditions: 


Site  Flan 
"W 


SCALE 

0    to  20  90  V>0 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 
Site  Name:  Motherbrooic  II  and  III 
Location:  Reservation  Road 
Acreage:  5.96  A  and  4.46  A 
Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Motherbrook  II  and  ni  are  two  adjacent  urban  wilds  that  function  as  one  site. 
Therefore,  they  are  treated  here  as  one.  The  site  is  irregular  in  shape  and  abuts  the 
Conrail  railroad  tracks  on  the  east  and  the  meandering  alignment  of  Motherbrook 
on  the  west  Reservation  Road  defines  part  of  this  western  boundary.  Industrial 
uses  surround  the  site  on  the  north,  south  and  west.  Most  of  Motherbrook  III  is  a 
high  plateau  of  gravelly  fill  and  building  foundations  next  to  the  railroa±  This 
site  consists  of  rock  outcroppings  which  slope  up  from  Mother  Brook  to  the 
abutment  of  Reservation  Road.  There  are  natural  woodlands  and  blueberry 
thickets  along  this  slope.  There  is  also  some  dumping  evident  from  Reservation 
Road,  as  well  as  composting  and  dumping  at  the  southernmost  extent  of  the  site. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Because  of  Motherbrook  II  and  Hi's  proximity  to  both  the  railroad  and  industrial 
areas,  along  with  its  limited  extent  of  natural  areas,  much  of  the  site  has  little 
potential  as  a  passive  or  active  recreational  area. 


The  water's  edge  has  the  greatest  scenic  and  recreational  potential,  relatively 
undisturbed  and  characterized  by  native  plants  in  the  area  of  Motherbrook  HI. 
Long-range  plans  by  the  MDC  call  for  the  development  of  a  reservation  corridor 
along  the  brook.  The  city  should  work  in  collaboration  with  the  MDC  concerning 
the  scope  and  inpact  of  this  development,  particularly  where  city  land  is  con- 
cerned. 

The  attractive  woodland  west  of  Reservation  Road  and  adjacent  to  the  river 
should  be  cleaned  up  and  protected  as  a  natural  area. 

Use  of  the  area  for  storage  of  composting  materials  seems  appropriate.  That 
material,  however,  should  be  kept  well  away  from  the  river  and  not  plowed 
toward  the  water. 
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Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Motherferook  II  and  III 

Location:  Reservation  Road 

Acreage:   5.96  A  and  4.46  A    Site  Type: 


Urban  Wild 


No. 


HP-47 
HP-48 


Site  Description: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Motherbrook  II  and  III  are  two  adjacent  urban 
wilds  that  function  as  one  site.  Therefore,  they 
are  treated  here  as  one.  Ihe  site  is  irregular 
in  shape  and  abuts  the  Conrail  railroad  tracks  on 
the  east  and  the  meandering  eilignment  of  Mother 
Brook  on  the  west.  Reservation  Road  defines  part 
of  this  western  boundary.  Industrial  uses 
surround  the  site  on  the  north,  south  and  west. 
Most  of  Motherbrook,  III  is  a  hi<^  plateau  of 
gravelly  fill  and  building  foundations  next  to 
the  railroad.  This  site  consists  of  rock 
outcrcipings  vAiich  slope  v?)  fran  Mother  Brook  to 
the  abutment  of  Reservation  Road.  There  are 
natural  woodlards  and  blueberry  thickets  along 
this  slcpe.  There  is  also  scmne  dunping  evident 
frcm  Reservation  Road  as  well  as  ccaxposting  and 
duirping  at  the  southernmost  extent  of  the  site. 

Because  of  Motherbrook  II  and  Ill's  proximity  to 
both  the  railroad  and  industrial  areas,  along 
with  its  limited  extent  of  natural  areas,  much  of 
the  site  has  little  potential  as  a  passive  or 
active  recreationcil  area. 


The  water's  edge  has  the  greatest  scenic  and 
recreational  potenticil,  relatively  undisturbed 
and  characterized  by  native  plants  in  the  area  of 
Motherbrook  III.  Long-range  plans  by  the  M.D.C. 
call  for  the  develcpanent  of  a  reservation 
corridor  along  the  brook.  The  City  should  work 
in  collaboration  with  the  M.D.C.  in  realizing 
this  c±)jective,  particularly  here  v^iere  City  land 
is  concerned. 


The  attractive  woodland  west  of  Reservation  Road 
and  adjacent  to  the  river  should  be  cleaned  up 
and  protected  as  a  natural  area. 

Use  of  the  area  for  storage  of  ccarposting 
materials  seems  appropriate.  That  material, 
however,  should  be  kept  well  away  frcm  the  river 
and  not  plowed  toward  the  water. 
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'site  number                                   site  name  district  address                                   ward 

l^'^U Mother  Brook  II Hyde  Park Reservation  Road  18 

ownership  size  elevation                                   zoning 

::         Penn  Central  260,000  s.f.  low  pt.  50' 

^        Private  5.96  acres  high  pt.  84'       M-1  

1.  Natural  eharactaristics: 

Brook,  wooded  banks  and  adjacent  vacant  lot. 


2.  Visual  eharaetaritties: 

The  architecturally  Interesting  Industrial  buildings  forms  an 
Interesting  backdrop  for  a  wooded  riverbank  landscape. 


3.  Oivanity  within  sita: 

Brook  and  trees. 


4.  eharactaristics: 

primary  BrOOk 

sMondary  Shrubs  and  trees 

tartiary 

5.  Surrounding  anvironmant: 

I  Industrial  and  connerclal. 


6<  Accessibility! 

Directly  accessible  from  Reservation  Road. 


7.  Condition  of  tita: 

Good;  most  parts  of  the  site  are  In  good  condition,  except  the  flat 
vacant  lot. 


I  Potantial  devalopmant:  ....-,  -.  .         .  ,       ,  .       ^ 

High;  flat  part  of  the  site  Is  suitable  for  development. 


Significanca  of  sita: 

The  site  Is  an  important  segment  of  the  proposed  Mother  Brook/ 
Neponset  River  Corridor. 


r 


I  surveyed: 
wofnnientsi 

The  site  was  recommended  for  MDC  acquisition  by  BRA  In  May  1975 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 


Neighborhood:  H^oe  '^4ul. 

Site  Name;  AAcffv^etaatf'orv-  TTV^  H  Site  Tvpe:[jul>iM  UvLi^^ 

Location:     f^c^fcfcv,»noM Acreage:    4>4(/  A  f 

Evaluation  Team:  ^F  ^  fell"  Weather  Conditions: 


SITE  NO. 


Evaluation  Date:   ^-l^'tV       ,         ^^,        ,         , 
Surrounding  Land  Uses:  \\aA/'^v^[  ,^/^ii/U^ 


r^r^ 


Penn  Central  Railroad 


0    50 100        200 


» 


&A^0 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  1 

Industrial  view  from 
edge  of  Mother  Brook. 


Site  Photograph  2 


r  ^^<art- 


"WT 


p. J 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 

Dumping  of  granite 
pieces  in  center  of 
site. 


Site  Photograph  5 

View  across  towards 
Reservation  Road 
overpass.   Vehicular 
access  to  site  blocked 
off  at  right.   Remains 
of  old  bus. 


Site  Photograph  6 

View  into  Motherbrook  II_ 
site  from  Reservation 
Road. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  7 

Access  way  blocked  by 
dumped  material. 


Site  Photograph  8 

^^^^^^^^^^£   ■■■■'■   ir                                W-  '-»^^^^Hi 

Piles   of   dumped   fill. 

Site  Photograph  9 

View  of  Mother  Brook 
from  Mother  Brook  III. 


SITE  NO. 


Site 

Photograph 

10 

Native   plant   materials 

thriving   along 

edge 

of 

brook 

Site  Photograph  1 1 


Dumped  trash  from  off 
Reservation  Road. 


Site  Photograph  12 

View  from  bridge  showing 
stockpiles  of  wood  chips 
and  rotted  leaves. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 
Site  Name:  Moihcrbrook  II  and  III 
Location:  Reservation  Road 
Acreage:  5.96  A  and  4.46  A 
Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Motherbrook  n  and  III  are  two  adjacent  urban  wilds  that  function  as  one  site. 
Therefore,  they  are  created  here  as  one.  The  site  is  irregular  in  shape  and  abuts  the 
Conrail  railroad  tracks  on  the  east  and  the  meandering  alignment  of  Motherbrook 
on  the  west  Reservation  Road  defines  part  of  this  western  boundary.  Industrial 
uses  surround  the  site  on  the  north,  south  and  west.  Most  of  Motherbrook  EI  is  a 
high  plateau  of  gravelly  fill  and  building  foundations  next  to  the  raUroad.  This 
site  consists  of  rock  outcroppings  which  slope  up  firom  Mother  Brook  to  the 
abutment  of  Reservation  Road.  There  are  natural  woodlands  and  blueberry 
thickets  along  this  slope.  There  is  also  some  dumping  evident  from  Reservation 
Road,  as  well  as  composting  and  dumping  at  the  southernmost  extent  of  the  site. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Because  of  Motherbrook  n  and  Hi's  proximity  to  both  the  railroad  and  industrial 
areas,  along  with  its  limited  extent  of  naoiral  areas,  much  of  the  site  has  little 
potential  as  a  passive  or  active  recreational  area. 

The  water's  edge  has  the  greatest  scenic  and  recreational  potential,  relatively 
undisturbed  and  characterized  by  native  plants  in  the  area  of  Motherbrook  HI. 
Long-range  plans  by  the  MDC  call  for  the  development  of  a  reservation  corridor 
along  the  brook.  The  city  should  work  in  collaboration  with  the  MDC  concerning 
the  scope  and  inpact  of  this  development,  particularly  where  city  land  is  con- 
cerned. 

The  attractive  woodland  west  of  Reservation  Road  and  adjacent  to  the  river 
should  be  cleaned  up  and  protected  as  a  natural  area. 

Use  of  the  area  for  storage  of  composting  materials  seems  appropriate.  That 
material,  however,  should  be  kept  well  away  from  the  river  and  not  plowed 
toward  the  water. 


VIII-I2 


Nei^iborhcx3d:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  tfotherbrook  II  and  III 

Location:  Reservation  Road 

Acreage:   5.96  A  and  4.46  A    Site  Type: 


No. 


HP-47 
HP-48 


Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Motherbrook  II  and  III  are  two  adjacent  urban 
wilds  that  function  as  one  site.  Therefore,  they 
are  treated  here  as  one.  The  site  is  irregular 
in  shape  and  abuts  the  Conrail  railroad  tracks  on 
the  east  and  the  meandering  alignment  of  Mother 
Brook  on  the  west.  Reservation  Road  defines  part 
of  this  western  boundary.  Industrial  uses 
surround  the  site  on  the  north,  south  and  west. 
Most  of  Motherbrook  III  is  a  hi^  plateau  of 
gravelly  fill  and  building  foundations  next  to 
the  railroad.  This  site  consists  of  rock 
outcrcfpings  v*iich  slcpe  vp   from  Mother  Brook  to 
the  abutment  of  Reservation  Road.  There  are 
natural  woodlands  and  blueberry  thickets  along 
this  slcpe.  There  is  also  scane  durrping  evident 
from  Reservation  Road  as  well  as  conposting  and 
duitping  at  the  southernmost  extent  of  the  site. 

Because  of  Motherbrook  II  and  Ill's  proximity  to 
both  the  railroad  and  industrial  areas,  along 
with  its  limited  extent  of  natural  areas,  much  of 
the  site  has  little  potential  as  a  passive  or 
active  recreational  area. 


The  water's  edge  has  the  greatest  scenic  and 
recreational  potential,  relatively  undisturbed 
and  characterized  by  native  plants  in  the  area  of 
Motherbrook  III.  long-range  plans  by  the  M.D.C. 
call  for  the  develc^xnent  of  a  reservation 
corridor  along  the  brook.  The  City  should  work 
in  collaboration  with  the  M.D.C.  in  realizing 
this  cbjective,  particularly  here  v*iere  City  land 
is  concerned. 


The  attractive  woodland  west  of  Reservation  Road 
and  adjacent  to  the  river  should  be  cleaned  1:55 
and  protected  as  a  natural  area. 

Use  of  the  area  for  storage  of  cortposting 
materials  seems  apprcpriate.  That  material, 
hcwever,  should  be  kept  well  away  from  the  river 
and  not  plcwed  tcward  the  water. 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
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SITE  NO. 


C) 


^^>;^^^ 


t  numtier 

4-21 


Mother  Brook  III 


district 

Hyde  Park 


address 

River  Street 


ward 

18 


ownership  size  elevation  zoning 

m  Central;  Dedham  Mills  Inc;  202,500  s.f.  low  pt.  46' 

-^^perlor  rAr^oi-  Trir;   .liilin  -InHn  Trst.     A.4fi  acres  _tiJ.gh_jLL   57'  M-1 

tetural  characteristics: 

Brook,  the  banks  covered  with  young  trees  and  various  kinds  of 
shrubs. 


hiatal  charactarittics: 


Wooded  river  embankment  confined  by  adjacent  Industrial  and 
comnerclal  buildings. 


Diversity  within  sita: 


Brook,  trees  and  shrubs. 


Charactaristics: 
primary 

lacondary 
tartiary 


Brook 

Shrubs  and  trees 


Mirrounding  environmant: 


i) 


Industrial  and  commercial 


Xccassibility: 


From  River  Street  through  Singer  Sales  Co.  property  and  directly 
accessible  from  Reservation  Road. 


^ndition  of  sita: 


otentiai  davaiopmant: 


iignificanca  of  sita: 


Fair;  there  Is  a  dumping  problem  along  the  riverbanks.  Some 
trees  should  be  pruned  and  underbrush  cleared. 


High;  the  site  Is  endangered  by  further  expansion  of  industrial 
uses . 


The  site  Is  one  of  the  few  remaining  natural  areas  along  the  river. 


*     Ji  surveyed: 
Commants: 


The  site  is  an  Important  segment  of  Mother  Brook/Neponset  River 
Corridor  and  it  was  recommended  for  MDC  acquisition. 
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CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhood:  ^rtt=>e.  ^^^^if-^ 

^Site  Name;  *oHggg>^Ki  4grtoLCT" 

Location:  ^)»i€^<^*4,  Au<mM,NNA»wt»4  Acreage:  'bO-t\A 
Evaluation  Team:  -4^^  ^'T Weather  Conditions: 

Evaluation  Date:     -^1^   g;7  Odd  A 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:   k'^^u^^  ,i^^t^  Iv^^Cfa-^i^L 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Type:U^l    ^        /■ 


Site  Plan 


Q&       \VU^ 


.^rvr^v:^^. 


tlEV 


'  ,V-, 


v\l//. 


g^.-1-c.  '^  i.:- 


~-\\j[W^ 


0     90 100        200 


p.z 


VTF 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  looking  north 
across  meadow  of 
site. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Pathway  along  edge 

of  railway.   Crabapples 

thriving  to  right. 


Site  Photograph  3 

Evidence  of  fire  and 
dumped  trash. 


SITE  NO. 
Site  Photograph  4 

Rock  outcrop  in  center 
of  site  a  focal  point. 


Site  Photograph  5 

Typical  view  looking 
into  woods. 


Site  Photograph  6 

Typical  view  looking 
into  wetland. 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Sherrin  Street 

Location:  Sherrin,  Austin  and  Marston  Streets 

Acreage:  30.21  A 

Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Sherrin  Street  is  an  elongated,  irregular  parcel  of  land  between  the  Conrail 
railroad  tracks  to  the  east,  and  Austin  and  Sherrin  Streets  to  the  west.  The  park 
abuts  Marston  Street  on  the  south  and  Weider  Park  on  the  north.  In  the  center  of 
the  site  is  a  long  rocky  ridge  with  gravel  deposits  and  a  natural  woodland. 
Between  this  ridge  and  Sherrin  Street  is  a  small  swampy  area.  South  of  the  ridge 
is  a  large,  partially  wooded  area  completely  covered  with  dumped  fill.  A  very 
small  marsh  remains  in  the  southeastern  comer  of  the  site.  North  of  the  central 
ridge  are  small  swampy  areas  and  dumped  soil  and  debris. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Because  Sherrin  Street  has  been  so  severely  disturbed  by  dumping,  it  has  lost 
much  of  its  original  ecological  integrity.  However,  there  are  outstanding  scenic 
areas,  particularly  the  rock  outcropping  in  the  center  of  the  site.  A  pathway 
system  could  be  developed  to  facilitate  access  through  the  site  and  to  the  most 
outstanding  natural  features  of  the  site.  Small  natural  woodlands  and  the  rocky 
ridge  can  be  improved  for  passive  use.  The  extensive  areas  of  filled  land  might 
provide  areas  for  sports  field  development.  If  so,  a  means  of  consolidating  and 
compacting  the  fill  should  be  studied  to  prevent  uneven  settlement 


VIII- 13 


DR 


Nei^TborhoDd:     Hyde  Park 

Site  Name:  Sherrin  Street 

Location:  Sherrin,  Austin  and  Marston  Streets 

Acxeage:   30.21  A      Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


?T 


No. 


HP-55 


Site  Description: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Sherrin  Street  is  an  elongated,  irregular  parcel 
of  land  between  the  Conrail  railroad  tracks  to 
the  east  and  Austin  and  Sherrin  Streets  to  the 
west.  The  park  abuts  Marston  Street  on  the  south 
and  Vteider  Park  on  the  north.  In  the  center  of 
the  site  is  a  long  rocky  ridge  with  gravel 
deposits  and  a  natural  woodland.  Between  this 
ridge  and  Sherrin  Street  is  a  small  swaitpy  area. 
South  of  the  ridge  is  a  large,  partially  wooded 
cirea  ccnpletely  covered  with  dunped  fill.  A  very 
small  marsh  remains  in  the  southeast  comer  of 
the  site.  North  of  the  centrcil  ridge  are  small 
swairpy  areas  and  dunped  soil  and  debris. 

Because  Sherrin  Street  has  been  so  severely 
disturbed  by  dunping,  it  has  lost  much  of  its 
original  ecological  integrity.  However,  there 
are  outstanding  scenic  areas,  particularly  the 
rock  outcrcpping  in  the  center  of  the  site.  A 
pathway  system  could  be  develcped  to  facilitate 
access  through  the  site  and  to  special  places. 
Small  natural  woodlands  and  the  rocky  ridge  can 
be  iitproved  for  passive  use.  The  extensive  areas 
of  filled  land  mi^t  provide  areas  for  sports 
field  develcpnent,  if  this  need  were  indicated  by 
the  neighborhood.  If  so,  a  means  of 
consolidating  and  ccaipacting  the  fill  should  be 
studied  to  prevent  uneven  settlement. 
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Sherrin  Street 


Hyde  Park 


Sherrin  Street 


18 


ConmonweTuh  of  Mass.;  1,3^^:018  s.f.  foTO.  38' 

Sevenel  Co..  Inc. 30.21  acres  high  pt.  81'  R-5,  S-5 


1.  Natural  charactarirtics: 


Rock  outcropping,  woods,  open  field,  wetland. 


2.  Viniai  charactaristics: 


Two  distinct  visual  areas,  the  outcropping  and  woodland,  and 
the  dumping  areo^. 


3.  Oivanity  within  sita: 


Rock  outcropping,  woods,  vacant  lot,  wetland,  dumping  area. 


I.  Charactaristics: 
primary 
Mcondary 
tartiary 


Forty-foot  high  rock  outcropping. 

Large  open  space  contiguous  with  rock  outcropplngs. 

Dumping  area. 


.  Surrounding  amrironmant: 


Residential,  Penn  Central  Railroad  r1ght-of-w»y. 


/bcassi 


bility: 


Directly  accessible  from  Sherrin  Street. 


Condition  of  «ta: 


Rocks  are  1n  good  condition,  the  rest  of  the  site  Is  In  poor 
condition  due  to  considerable  dumping. 


Potantiai  davalopntant: 


High;  open  space  could  be  developed  easily. 


iSignificanca  of  tita: 


The  outcropping  Is  located  In  what  was  originally  the  Stony  Brook 
valley.  This  Is  a  relatively  unique  geologic  occurrence. 


1   Data  turvayad: 
Commants: 


November.  1974 

MDC  has  recently  constructed  a  park  facility  In  the  norther  section 
of  the  site. 


lOSTON  URBAN  WILDS  SURVEY 


CITY  OF  BOSTON 
PARK  EVALUATION 

Neighborhoodt  Htt>E  V%jb^u 
Site  Name;  ^s(F^^>^^js^  feub 
Location:  L6iiM6^\oit,^ 


Site  Type: 


SITE  NO. 


Acreage:  I.^A 


Evaluation  Teani:<F  ^  'rBtj— 

Evaluation  Date:  ^  1^  ■  5"^ 

Surrounding  Land  Uses:  pt^  7  J^^u^^ctwtL. 


^V^ather  Conditions: 


r_.  r  ' 


Site  Plan 


p. 2 


4ff" 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  1 

View  across  site  showing 
scenic  quality  of 
Willow  trees  at 
water's  edge  and  well- 
mowed  lawn. 


Site  Photograph  2 

Mature  Maple  trees 
with  concrete  pad  at 
base. 


Site  Photograph  3 

View  across  Sprague 
Pond  with- railway  yard 
and  Blue  Hills  in  the 
distance. 


^p 


p,J> 


SITE  NO. 


Site  Photograph  4 


Stand   of  Maple    trees, 


;.^iir>^ 


^^R'-^-.'C- ' 

^    . 

j^n  :-■•;.- 

Site  Photograph  5 

Willow  trees   at  water's 
edge . 

fh^k 

.  n  .J_     11  r-' 

A"  * 

Site  Photograph  6 

Lakeside   Avenue.      No 
access    through   chain   link 
fence. 

'                ";"■  '"^  4'    •     ■  ,/  -,^. 

Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 
Site  Name:  Sprague  Pond 
Location:  Lakeside  Avenue 
Acreage:  L35  A 
Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


Site  Description: 


Sprague  Pond  is  an  irregularly  shaped  parcel  on  the  northern  edge  of  five-acre 
Sprague  Pond.  To  the  north  the  site  abuts  Lakeside  Avenue,  a  dirt  road.  To  the 
east  and  west,  and  across  Lakeside  Avenue,  are  residences.  There  is  a  railroad 
yard  along  the  far  shore  of  the  pond.  North  and  south  of  the  pond  are  industrial 
uses.  The  site  is  a  moderately  sloping  grassy  area  with  a  row  of  willow  trees  at 
the  water's  edge.  It  is  enclosed  along  Lakeside  Avenue  and  abutting  residences 
by  a  four-foot  chain-link  fence.  Surrounding  land  uses  are  residential  and 
industrial. 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Sprague  Pond  has  an  outstanding  scenic  landscape  of  rolling  lawn,  water,  mature 
trees  and  distant  views  to  the  Blue  Hills.  The  pond-side  willows  particularly 
enrich  the  visual  quality  of  the  site.  This  site  is  highly  suitable  for  passive 
recreation,  and  yet  its  perimeter  fence  prevents  access.  Need  for  this  fence  should 
be  clarified  and  the  site  made  available  for  use,  with  the  possible  addition  of 
benches  or  a  picnic  table.  This  is  a  refreshing  and  inviting  open  space  in  an  area 
where  there  is  a  large  amount  of  industrial  use. 


VIII-14 


Neighborhood:  Hyde  Park 
Site  Name:  Spraque  Pond 
Location:  Lakeside  Avenue 


Acreage: 


1.35  A 


Site  Type:  Urban  Wild 


No. :  HP-56 


Site  Description: 


Major  Site  Issues: 


Sprague  Pond  is  an  irregularly  shaped  parcel  on 
the  northern  edge  of  five-acre  Sprague  Pond.  To 
the  north  the  site  abuts  Lakeside  Avenue,  a  dirt 
road.  To  the  east  and  west,  and  across  Lakeside 
Avenue,  are  residences.  There  is  a  railroad  yard 
along  the  far  shore  of  the  pond.  North  and  south 
of  the  pond  are  industrial  uses.  The  site  is  a 
moderately  sloping  grassed  area  with  a  rcw  of 
Willcw  trees  at  the  water's  edge.  It  is  enclosed 
along  Lakeside  Avenue  and  abutting  residences  by 
a  four  foot  chain  link  fence.  Surrounding  land 
uses  are  residential  and  industrial. 

Sprague  Pond  has  an  outstanding  scenic  landscape 
of  rolling  lawn,  water,  mature  trees  and  distant 
views  to  the  Blue  Hills.  Ihe  pond-side  Willows, 
in  particular,  enrich  the  visual  quality  of  the 
site.  This  site  is  hi^ily  suitable  for  passive 
recreation,  and  yet  its  perimeter  fence  prevents 
access.  Need  for  this  fence  should  be  clarified 
and  the  site  made  available  for  use,  with  the 
possible  addition  of  benches  or  a  picnic  table. 
This   is  a  refreshing  and  inviting  cpen  space  in 
an  area  where  there  is  a  large  amount  of 
industrial  use. 


site  number 

1409 


Spraque  Pond 


ownership 

City  of  Boston  (Real 
Property  Department) 


district 


Hyde  Park 


size 

58,877  s.f. 
1.35  acre 


1.  Natural  charactarittics: 


elevation 
low  pt.   55' 
high  pt.  70' 


address 

Sprague  Street 
Lakeside  Avenue 18 

zoning 


ward 


M-1 


2.  Vitual  characteristics: 


3.  Oivarsity  within  site: 


Pond  and  surrounding  grassy  shoreline.  Shoreline  vegetation 
Includes  Red  Maples  and  Willows. 


Rural  setting  offering  views  to  the  Blue  HUls. 


"'I' 


Pond,  shoreline,  maintained  grass  area,  manicured  gardens  of 
residents. 


4.  Charactaristics: 
primary 

tacondary 
tartiary 


Pond 

Scenic  views  of  the  Blue  Hills. 

Shoreline. 


5.  Surrounding  anvironnwnt: 


Nineteenth  century  house,  large  factories,  vacant  land. 


6.  Accessibility: 


The  $1te  Is  enclosed  by  private  land. 


7.  Condition  of  site: 


Excellent;  water  appears  to  be  relatively  unpolluted. 


8.  Potential  davelopnwnt: 


Unknown 


9.  Significance  of  site: 


The  site  contains  a  uniquely  scenic  pond  highly  suitable  to  passive 
recreation.  This  Is  the  only  pond  In  Boston  without  public  access. 


10.  Date  surveyed: 
.mments: 


November,  1974 

The  pond  Is  Impacted  by  the  Penn  Central  main  line  tracks  which 
abut  the  eastern  side. 
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